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pared to a rector having curates as well as a congregation;
the latter to a rector with a small congregation alone.
It was my privilege, on a recent visit to a town of north-
ern Syria, to receive from a sheikh, who presides over a
tekkeh belonging to the order of the Sa'adfyeh or Jebawlyeh,
a frank account of himself and of his followers. Though
to a common friend I had expressed a desire to meet Sheikh
Sa'ad-ed-Din, if the interview could be arranged, I confess
that I was surprised at his ready proposal to come to my
hotel. The moment he entered my room, and even before
he came up to me, I was aware of a vivid personality. Soon
justified was my first impression. Tall and straight; digni-
fied yet winning; with magnificent bold black eyes that had
a power of sudden illumination; gracious in manner yet ra-
diating self-assurance; rapid, almost torrential in speech;
well dressed in long cloak with the turban of his order;
well groomed with dark beard streaked with gray—here, in-
deed, was a man, of authority. Proofs of this he immediately
and somewhat proudly produced. From his bosom lie drew
out a roll, tattered and torn at the top, which proved, when
unwound, to be several feet long. This was his sa'nad, or
diploma, accrediting him with his followers; authorizing
him to ordain or "give the way," and to heal from sickness
or bites of serpents. Through, the reading of this diploma
I was personally conducted, as it were, for he kept glancing
up to insure that I was not only listening but taking in the
full meaning. He proceeded to unwind an apparently end-
less chain of names: the first link was his own name; the
next, the name of his ordaining sheikh, from whom he had
"received the way"; and so, on and on, through names
well known in Moslem history, till he paused for breath at the
name of the founder of the order, 8a*ad~ed-l)fn ej-Jebawi,
who died in 1335. Then the line receded back through the
Middle and Dark Ages with a list of names unknown to
me, from whose obscurity flashed that of the great imam,
Ja'afar-es-Sa'diq, till at last 1 was thrilled to hear the words
"who received it from Hoseiri, who received it from *Ali,
who received it from, Mohammed/' The spiritual succes-
sion had now reached its .source, but the pedigree went on,

